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I WAS THERE, BEN. I SAW BANTAM GET KILLED! GEOFFY 
CRESWELL TOOK PHOTOS. IT WAS LIKE SOME KIND OF 
STAGED EVENT, ALL WRAPPED UP IN A NICE, NEAT PACKAGE. 
IT WOULDN’T SURPRISE ME IF SOMEONE PLACED THAT 
GAS TANKER THERE ON PURPOSE-- 


THE PRO-REGESTRATION FORCES 
GOT WHAT THEY WANTED, 
DIDN'T THEY? NOTHING BETTER 
THAN A FEW CORPSES TO GET 
PEOPLE LOOKING THE OTHER 
WAY. AND ANOTHER EXPLOSION 
JUST BIG ENOUGH TO MAKE 
PEOPLE REMEMBER 
STAMFORD. 


TRY TELLING ME 
THEY DIDN’T SALIVATE 
INTO THEIR STEAK DINNERS 
WHEN THEY FOUND OUT A 
LAW-ABIDING HERO GOT 
KILLED BY AN UNREGISTERED 
COMBATANT. 


SALLY, IT’S YOUR 
JOB TO LOOK AT THIS 
OBJECTIVELY. YOU'RE A 
WHOLE DIFFERENT CLASS 
OF HACK WHEN YOU START 
IMAGINING THE NEWS 
INSTEAD OF REPORTING IT y 


“I REMEMBER WHEN THE SILVER 
SURFER FIRST SHOWED UP. I'D 
ONLY BEEN ON THE JOB FOR ABOUT 
A YEAR... WAS COVERING LOCAL 


“THAT EVENT CHANGED THE 
WAY WE LOOKED AT OURSELVES. 
I MEAN, THIS WAS OBVIOUSLY 


SPORTS AT THE TIME. 


I DRUNK MYSELF DUMB FOR A YEAR 


AFTERWARDS, JUST CONSIDERING 
THE RAMIFICATIONS. BUT I BLAME 
MYSELF FOR THAT, NOT 
ANYBODY ELSE-- 


“THE SKY WAS ON FIRE 
FOR DAYS BEFOREHAND... 
HALF THE ELECTRICAL 
GRIDS ON THE EAST 

COAST BLEW OUT. 
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BEN, YOU KNOW AS WELL 
AS I DO THAT THEY’RE 
MAKING A MOCKERY OF THE 
CONSTITUTION. WE HAVE 
A DUTY TO MAKE PEOPLE 
SEE THAT, NO MATTER 
WHICH NEWS ORGANIZATION 

{ WE WORK FOR. 


AN INTELLIGENCE FAR BEYOND 
OUR COMPREHENSION. WE WERE 
NOT ALONE IN THE UNIVERSE.” 


DON’T TAKE THE SITUATION 
PERSONALLY, SALLY. MAKE A 
JUDGMENT BASED ON WHAT 
YOU SEE--NOT WHAT YOU 
EXPECT TO SEE--BECAUSE 
THIS JOB WILL EAT YOU UP 
AND SPIT YOU OUT IF \ 
YOU LET IT. 


AND DON’T 
SAY IT WON'T. 
IT ALREADY 
DID. 


I CAN’T JUST LET IT GO, 
BEN. I’M NOT GOOD AT 
TURNING A BLIND EYE. 


I’M NOT 
TURNING A BLIND EYE. 
m I’M JUST NOT SEEING 

\ THINGS THAT AREN’T 


WHATEVER. I 


SOMETHING STINKS, BEN URICH, 
YOU KNOW IT. EVERYBODY KNOWS 
IT. T WANT TO FIND IT. 


FIRST QUESTION 
YOU ASK IS, “WHO STANDS 
TO GAIN FROM SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS?" FOLLOW THAT 
TRAIL AND YOU'RE MORE 
THAN LIKELY TO FIND OUT 
THE REAL REASONS BEHIND 
THE REGISTRATION ACT. 


GOTTA GO. HOT 
DATE WITH A GUY 
IN A COSTUME. 


” HERE... ON ME. DON’T 
TELL YOUR WIFE. SHE 
ALREADY THINKS 
WE’RE HAVING AN 
AFFAIR. 


I DOUBT IT. 
YOU'RE NOT 
MY TYPE. | 


LOOK, JUST BE CAREFUL, 
OKAY? I’M NOT VERY 
GOOD AT FUNERAL 
SPEECHES. 


DON'T DO 
ANYTHING 
STUPID 


It’s not like 
anyone was fooling 
themselves--Sally 


War doesn’t 
exactly promote 
restraint. 
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But what Sally still 

had to learn about 
news reporting was 
that even if you’re 

right, it doesn't 
necessarily mean 
that you write. 


There’s a lot of 
waiting around 
in this job. The 
Big Picture 1s 
like a Polaroid 
sometimes. 


ASECRET 
IKOCAINIOIN, WE CAN'T SIT 

SOMEWHERE “FOREVER. YOUD | 
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WOULD KNOW HOW 
TO TAKE ACTION. 


W 


WE'VE GOT TO 
GET ORGANIZED. 
WE'VE GOT TO FIND ee 
CAPTAIN AMERICA’S ¢ 
PEOPLE. : 


OKAY, SO HOW DO WE FIND NOT YET... BUT I'LL 

THEM, NETWORK? DID YOU KEEP LOOKING. IN THE 
FIND ANY TRACE OF THEM MEANTIME, WE HAVE 
ON THE WEB--ANYTHING t \ TO STAY TOGETHER 


AND BE CAREFUL. 


EVERYONE HERE AGREES WITH 
YOU, NETWORK. BUT THE MOMENT f 


WE BECOME A SINGLE UNIT, WE ) 
MAKE OURSELVES EASIER 
TO FIND. _~ 
57_ OUR GOAL IS TO 
BY REMAIN FREE SO THAT Bae 


IT'S NOT AS 


WE CAN CONTINUE THE Ber cae Loe 
WORK WE'VE EACH CHOSEN ee tres 
TO DO. WHICH 1S WHY I ; 
SUGGEST WE MODERATE 
YOUR PLAN SOMEWHAT IF 
WE WANT TO REMAIN 
AT LARGE. 


AND THAT'S YOUR i cs b/c comm unr, 
j 1 { JUST WENT DEAD, | - 
PLAN, TYPEFACE? SOLO. IS THERE 
WE HIDE SOME y sz : : = : \ A PROBLEM 


7 BETTER TO 
RUN AND FIGHT 
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AIR FEELS WEIRD. 
HEAVY. BAROMETER 
AT MY PLACE WAS 
LOW THIS MORNING, 

$0 IT SHOULDN'T 

BE THIS HUMID. 
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S TAKE COVER! THEY’RE 
SS) COMING IN FROM 
SN 7 ABOVE! 
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BATTLESTAR! WE NEED @RH7/ YOU! YOU LED THEM 
YOU HERE! GET THE Dim) | HERE, FLOYD. I KNEW 
REPORTER TO THE \ YOU COULDN'T BE 
EAST PASSAG . TRUSTED! 
f Z YOU SOLD 
( . US DOWN THE 
NO...WAIT! = j ww = RIVER! 
I'M YOUR BEST |= . : 
WITNESS-- 


/ NO... WAS CAREFUL. YJ ; zs! 
A NO ONE KNEW I WAS = ‘ , ILL STAY HERE AND HOLD THEM OFF 
x COMING! y FROM THE DOOR. 


MISS FLOYD, : I HOLD yOu 
WITH ALL DUE \ PERSONALLY 
RESPECT, SHUT ee RESPONSIBLE FOR 
YOUR MOUTH 4 THIS WOMAN'S 
AND KEEP YOUR 1 q SAFETY! 


HEAD DOWN. a } 4 } 
| TF) BAY gS UNDERSTOOD-- 
e ‘i . / j ry a r 


THERE’S NOTHING WE CAN DO 
HERE, SALLY. SOME OF THE 
OTHERS CAN FIGHT THEIR 
WAY OUT TOWARDS 
THE RIVER. 
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MAYBE SOLO 
WAS RIGHT--MAYBE 
SOMEONE KNEW I WAS 
COMING. THEY COULD 
HAVE TAILED ME FROM 
THE DINER. 


BEN... THEY’RI 

TAGGING 
3FZZK+ I’M REPORTERS NOW. 
TELLING YOU, ] WE'VE GOT TO BE 
SOME OF THOSE v CAREFUL WITH OUR 

PEOPLE WERE NOT [& SOURCES. 


tFZZK: 
BLOCKING ALL THE 
COMMUNICATIONS! 
G y CAME IN ON 
MY SIGNAL’S GOING EVERY SIDE... 
THEY HAD HELP 
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JSS 


SUPPOSED TO BE 


THERE-- (Ye 


BEN, LISTEN 
TO ME: WHATEVER 
YOU DO, DON’T... 
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Good reporters sometimes 
get a sixth sense about 


Iremember 
that was the 


YOU'RE 
PROBABLY NOT 
GOING TO WANT 

TO TURN 

AROUND. 
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YOU'RE NOT OSBORN! 
 OSBORN’S IN JAIL! 
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BOY. "LITTLE PIG, 

LITTLE PIG, LET 
INI” 


| ME 
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YOU CAN'T BE 
THE GOBLIN...YOU’RE 
NOT HIM! 

WHAT DO 


YOU WANT 
WITH ME? 


URICH. Jae 


WE’RE GOING 
TO SET THE 
RECORD 
STRAIGHT. 


TO BE 
CONTINUED... 
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WOCK-UP/ AN i : oo GONNA TAKE 4 BATH 
UNDISCLOSED) | H AS. -MEY! BM SS 4 ON THIS. EVERYONE 
PLOCAIION, =< OF I= 28d sl |= eS ON TOOMEY. 


“NOT EVERYONE?" WHO'D 
BE DUMB ENOUGH 
TO BET ON BALDWIN? 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN, | 
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KILLER. SOUNDS TO ME LIKE 
SOME CONVICTED FELONS 
WHO PUT THEIR MONEY 
ON A WINNER. 

<i] 


HERE YET. LEAST 
OF ALL TO A LITTLE 
MIDGET LIKE 


Yj 
FIRST OF ALL, GENIUS, “AIN’T NEVER" IS ° ..AN’ SECOND OF ALL, 
A REDUNDANCY. SO IS “LITTLE MIDGET.” 


I LET YOU HIT ME TO 
WE VOTED ENGLISH AS THE NATIONAL FIND OUT HOW HARD 
LANGUAGE TWO HUNDRED YEARS YOU PUNCH--WHICH, I 
= GO... 7HEHH+ |} MIGHT ADD, IS SOFTER 
: THAN A LEFT-HANDED 
KNUCKLEBALLER IN MY 
LOCAL UNDER-SEVEN 
T-BALL LEAGUE. ; 


HA! OH, HEY...THAT WAS > : Pack, sack 
AWESOME! AND THE WINNER : , 
FOR THIS WEEK'S “FUNNIEST OU HAVE A EVERYONE! MARVEL WV GIGGIE ATV JUMP BACK 
PRISON BEATING" AWARD “FIRST NAME? JI PAINFUL AT HIS FACE PLANTS! 'N AMAZEMENT 
GOES TO... UH... IMPACTS CAN SALAMANDER- "4 AS HE COMES 
é E 


FUN! LIKE CRASHING TO 
REFLEXES! f THE CANVAS! 


YOU'RE DEAD MEAT! 
YOU HEAR ME, 
BALDWIN? 


pat yi aca 


WOW...I THINK 
YOU BROKE MY 
FIST WITH YOUR 


H YEAH? 
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{e) 
WILL 
YOU EVER 
FORGIVE 


YOU WERE 
RIGHT AN’ I 
WAS WRONG 


ae vam ___ 9 
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SKILLS. 


3AH-EHH+ I AM IN AWE 
OF YOUR BOXING 


OKAY, I GIVE, DUDE... 
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VAY Make 
| aman rerere: 
Poo a8 

LK XN 
Bese Wee. 


k en a, 
LL EES 
% ene, 
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been! STILL THINK YOU 


WON, BABY- 
KILLER? 


YOU DON’T 

LOOK LIKE 

NO WINNER 
TO ME. 
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WHAT ON \ae 
EARTH--? 


YOU MEN 
GET OUTTA 
THE WAY! GET 


HOW COULD THEY LET THIS HAPPEN? 
MY OWN SON! YOU COULD DIE IN 
THIS PLACE-- 


SORRY...I 
DIDN'T HEAR YOU, 
MOM. WHERE DID 

YOU SAY MY FATHER 
WAS AGAIN? 


HE’S NOT COMING, Y | WHAT'S HAPPENED TO 
ROBBIE. I THINK | aw YOU, ROBBIE? 
YOU KNOW HOW HE 1] 
FEELS ON THE /& 


ENLIGHTEN 
ME. 


HIS SON WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE DEATHS OF OVER 
SIX HUNDRED 

PEOPLE. 


VERY 
SUPPORTIVE OF 
HIM. AND HOW 

ABOUT YOU? 


A NEWSPAPER CALLED ME TO ASK IF YOU BUT YOURE 
WERE REMORSEFUL FOR YOUR PART IN NOT, ARE 
= THE EXPLOSION. : z YOu? 


DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT THEY SAID 
ABOUT YOU ON CNN 
LAST NIGHT? THEY 
DESCRIBED YOU AS 
“THE MOST HATED 


DO YOU HAVE 
ANY IDEA HOW IT AND I WANTED 
FEELS FOR A MOTHER TO TELL THEM HOW 
TO HEAR THAT ABOUT SORRY YOU WERE... 
HER SON? DO YOU I REALLY DID. 


I DIDN’T KILL ANYONE, MOM. WHAT : VY THEY'VE GIVEN YOU A 
HAPPENED HAS BEEN DISTORTED . CHANCE, ROBBIE BALDWIN! 
BEYOND RECOGNITION-- 1\ ALL THEY’RE ASKING YOU 
TO DO IS EXPRESS 


REMORSE. ‘ia 


THOSE PEOPLE IN ~ etl SURE. BUT WHY 
STAMFORD DESERVE , % 7 BREAK THE HABIT 
THIS MUCH, ROBBIE. - ey OF A LIFETIME? 

THEIR LOVED ONES DIED Z = F 
BECAUSE YOU MADE A 
MISTAKE. THE LEAST 
YOU COULD DO IS 
UNMAKE IT. 


Jd 


YOU COULD 
STILL DO 
SOME GOOD 
FOR THOSE 
PEOPLE. 


OF PRINCIPLE. I 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT. 


s YOU WERE 
ALWAYS A STUBBORN ) A 
ONE, EVEN AS A CHILD. |EaR 
I KNOW YOU'RE SURE 
ABOUT EVERYTHING 


NS 
HEY...THIS WAS NEXT TIME, SEE 
FUN, RIGHT? IF DAD WANTS TO 
COME! I SURE MISS 
LISTENING TO BOTH 
OF YOU SHOUT AT 
ME AT ONCE! 


THERE WON’T BE 
A “NEXT TIME,” 
ROBBIE. 


MO 
CONTINUED 


\ MY” KEITH, WE GOT A PROBLEM. 
DN L > : eS TURNS OUT OUR STORE-OWNER 
s ve BWIA HAD A COUPLE OF SECRETS HE 
©) ING WAS KEEPING TO HIMSELF. 
PART é WN j |! 
two q - 4 Ct afta ’ 3 
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JOE’S MARINE 
MANIA, 
CRIME SCENE: 


APPARENTLY, ALL OF THIS 
GUY'S RECORDS ARE 
MISSING. 


SO THIS WAS 
AN INSURANCE 
SCAM? 


NO, I MEAN ALL 
OF HIS RECORDS: NO 
SOCIAL, NO DENTAL, 
NO NOTHING. EVERYBODY 
JUST KNEW HIM AS JOE. 
WE DON’T EVEN HAVE 
A LAST NAME. _, 


Y MAYBE HE'S 
AN ILLEGAL 
ALIEN. 4 


wHE SAID 
WHAT_NOW? THAT'S WHAT 
YOU DON'T I THOUGHT. BUT WHEN'S 
SOS] THE LAST TIME YOU SAW AN 
IMMIGRANT FINANCE AN ENTIRE 
BUSINESS WITHOUT AT LEAST /Iiy : 
TAKING UP WITH THE 4  _ Wier DIP eon, 
ee FOCAL MOBr hat PROBABLY. 
CAN I GET = 
VERIFICATION 
OF THAT? 
SERIOUSLY? 
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MAYBE HE WAS 
A MUTANT OR 
SOMETHING. 


THERE ARE 
NO MUTANTS 
ANYMORE. NOT 


MAYBE HE WAS HARDLY. 
A SUICIDE MUTANT, 
AN’ HE BLEW HIMSELF UP 
BY MISTAKE. I READ ABOUT 
THIS “SPONTANEOUS HUMAN 
COMBUSTION" THING ONE TIME. 


LOOK...IF JOE’S OUR GUY, THEN WE MAYBE HE WASN’T 
GOTTA LOOK AT WHAT SET HIM OFF. EAST EUROPEAN. 
IT COULD BE THAT HE AN’ MRS. JOE MAYBE HE WAS 

WERE HAVING MARITAL PROBLEMS. : RUSSIAN. 


NOT 

ACCORDING 
TO ANYONE 
WHO KNEW 


=Y/ WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES 
IT MAKE WHERE HE CAME 


FROM? WE JUST NEED 
TO KNOW WHERE HE 


IS RIGHT NOW. 
Bp: << : Z 
HE COULD BE ONE OF 


| , 
THEM SLEEPER AGENTS. 


FROM THE COLD JUST MINDING 
WAR. HIS OWN BUSINESS, AND 
THEN ONE DAY SOMETHING 
REMINDS HIM OF MOTHER 
RUSSIA, AND IT SETS HIM OFF. 


NO, I'M SAYING 


“WELL, THEY GET 


“OKAY...50 GIVE na SOME ORDINARY GUY-- 5 ; 
ME THE RUN DOWN. J MAYBE HE’S A SECRET I MEAN, EVEN HE ISN‘T 


WALK ME THROUGH SUPPOSED TO REMEMBER 
THIS GENIUS : ee ON OF OMe RN EXACTLY WHO HE IS OR 

THEORY OF YOURS." 5 Bees ae WHERE HE CAME FROM 
eee EES UNTIL THE TIME COMES. 


INSIDE HIS BRAIN. 


“YEARS GO BY. 
HIS HANDLERS 


“AND THEN, SOMETHING 
CHANGES BACK AGAIN. 
SOMETHING HAPPENS. 
ALL OF A SUDDEN, HIS 
PEOPLE HAVE A NEW 
REASON TO SECURE 
HIS SERVICES. 


| “SO THEY REESTABLISH 


4 
[/| CONTACT. THE ORDER 
‘| GOES OUT. SOMEONE 

MAKES A PHONE CALL. 


“TRIGGERS SOME 
KINDA HIDDEN 
MESSAGE IN HIS 
SUBCONSCIOUS--" 


I DIDN'T GET 
THAT FAR. MAYBE 
HE ASSASSINATES 
THE PRESIDENT OR 

SOMETHING. 


OKAY...THAT’S THE 


YOU GOT A 


MOST ABSURD THING yOu |) BETTER ENDING, 


EVER SAID. A RUSSIAN 
SLEEPER AGENT? 


YEAH. SOME GUY 
CHEATS ON HIS WIFE 

AN’ MAKES IT LOOK LIKE 
HE WAS KIDNAPPED. FIVE’LL 
GET YOU TEN THERE’S AN 
INSURANCE POLICY SOMEWHERE 

WITH A CLAUSE ABOUT , 

“MYSTERIOUS DOMESTIC 

EXPLOSIONS." 


SHAKESPEARE? 


YO, SMOKE- 


EATER! YOU WANNA eT 
GET SOME OF THESE Le eam S| a 
RUBBERNECKERS Zz iS 
OUT THE WAY, i] 
A a © A - 


PLEASE? 


8 


OKAY, FOLKS... SHOW'S OVER. | 


LET'S CLEAR BACK ANOTHER 


TWENTY YARDS AT 


— 
_ 
you 


BUT I STILL 
THINK MY IDEA 
WAS BETTER. 


HEHH...WELL, 
WHO PLAYS YOU 
IN THE MOVIE? Paeaeane 
THE CAMERA |A FUNNY 
ADDS FiFTy A GIRL. 
POUNDS. 


© BE 
CONTINUVED.:: 


The Vietnam War 


According to the Adjutant General's Center (TACGEN) file dated 1981, the United States 
suffered over 50,000 fatalities, including over 3000 military personnel who either died in 
captivity or were MIA. Over 300,000 were wounded. 


In 1995, on the twentieth anniversary of the ending of the war, North Vietnam supplied 
the Agence France Presse with fatality figures of their own: over 1,100,000 KIA, and over 
600,000 wounded. 


Sometimes the numbers speak for themselves. 


The words here are adapted from the song Goodnight Saigon by Billy Joel. 

While they reflect the thoughts of a US Marine Corps recruit, it can be said that they 
reflect the thoughts of every soldier from every war in history... 
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> We met as soul mates on Parris Island, 
+ We left as inmates from an asylum. 


And we were sharp, 
sharp as knives. 


And we were so gung-ho ) 
to lay down our lives. gite 
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YI We came in spastic like tameless horses, 

P| We left in plastic as numbered corpses. 
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And we ght, Our 
arms wi were tight. |— 


: —— . 
learned fast to travel li 
ere heavy but our bellies 
Ne 
iF 1) 


xr Charlie, remember Baker 
hey left their childhood on every acre 
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Hh And who was wrong? a 
Mas who was righ i 
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‘t matter in the thick of the fight. SS 


Parris island 
We held the 


coastline, they 


held the highland 


And they were sharp, 


as sharp as knives. 
They heard the hum of our motors, 
They counted the rotors 


And waited for us to arrive 
; 7 
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And we would all 
go down together, 
We said we'd all 


together. 
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